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: - " T It was not tun 1859 that Mr. B idell ibi
CK LEE BRIDELL, THE fllg::%?giu:.be? !ze ﬁro%m;led a mn:kedr lu‘:pre‘::ih;: l'l')e;! hill:
EREI)ERI 1 of *The Coliseum by M light,” ibi g
SOUTHAMPTON ARTIST. in that year at the Royal Aosdeu{y, ‘o:g nguin ol::;l b}tfﬂ

, Atsspsiags the life and work of ‘this at the Inhrnll_:ionll Exhibition, There was in ‘this
i N picture the uomistakeah]
distinguished Southampton painter, by what hss recently at nature with the .ymp.:h'?;:asp ?;(::e.t:l:gg :hl::nlgot:i‘z

appeared i our columns, has induced us to reproduce dealt with what it undertook in a fashion of its own and
the following admirsble sketch of Bridells artistié career %:iflefln fﬁnl)lmmon one. The impression then made Mr, |
which appeared in *“The Art Jouraal” for Janusry, 1864, the followi n’g’;’:::‘."oe‘:h';yhlrlol:&ui)::]quenf ;mrka A visit |
immediately after the now famous paiater’s decease :— several noble pictures, Thege wcrel::ge:lye ’s(::' Eltg(:;t;g i

Our number for September last contained a hrief notice by the lovers of art whom circumstances threw ngcrou Lis |

! path. Mr. John Platt and Mr, i Aiff
of this artist’s death. But his geniux was of an order so twe specimens of a very large aiz:,B lvavll‘:iﬁ.g;ll-m'fh’:g:f:::

rare, and his loss to art is so great, that we may be ex- Martin and others may be menti

ocused for returning to the subject. The premature cloge maoy smaller pictures from the ::x:‘: .geﬁea‘;lwﬁ?;:igf
of the life of & man of genius is always sad, huk it is s0 in ‘“:;be ’by consnmmate truth, combined with poetical
& pre-eminent degree whon it comes before he hna had e erfectly original treatment, There was nothing

the time or the opportunity to muke his genius felt, or to 'ﬁn‘y.gr trivial in' Mr, Bridell’s representations of natuye,
seoure the recognition which alone compensates to the f° f‘ not frifter BWay your attention upon the foliage
artist for years of lonely strugzle and nervous exhaustion. o 5 tern or the details of a fence, Ho placed the grand
Rapbael, Shelley, Keats, and others, it is true, died si“;"'m‘ of plain, forest, lske, mountain, and sk
young ; yet had they lived to a good age, could they have vidly before you ; made you look at it with his eyes,
| made their “ heritage of fame” one Jjot mora gecura? In the v R

their case there is little to regret. ~ But the annals of e whole gceno as he himeelf had felt them. He wny

art, could they be written, would tell of many a hand ;’;’t one of those men who are ‘“ put out by nature,” Oa
palsied in the prime of its power, just when the mastery h 9 °9';l""." he obviously never feared t5 grapple with
over the materials of the art had heen gained, and when :' '"bt °5;n her coyest or her grandest inoods, His
the strong poetic:soul had begun to show with free and 't‘;f? g nonstrate this, But it is impossible to look
fluent pencil how” nature was mirrored within it, and ; i" pictures and not to feel that at his easel, and while
how well and wisely it read and could interpres the deep magination was most active, nature was ever before
significance of /hia eyes, and that he wag bent; to fix her varied teatures
‘‘ The power, the beanty, and the msjesty, ?P&‘ his canvag with that Individuality of stamp which

t have their haunts by dala, or piney mountain, 8 Eheir aubtlest ohsrm, but for which 80 many are con.

tent to substitute mere} @ ti
Or forest, by slow stream or D"hbly spring, painting of skies and cﬁ'mdzniv:np:or':i.clu!i?e;r. ll;:idlm

Or chasms and watery depths.” ul -
Not a few such pass away, leaving & name niterly un- ::go?d‘gon-f-::ng?"p 8 place among British' artists only

known, except, it may be, by some stray connoissene. open to the ch ; me of his earlior works may be
Others, like Bonington and Miller among printers, or L. o
So{mbe;h 8mMong musicians, rise rapi;il y into r«mo;n; b:t gefect cannot be alleged
only when recognition comes too late to quicken the
pulses or lighten the hearts of the men who have done so E;r,:l::.:;'m:;’i'ﬁogg g
much for the enjoyment of others, Of this number, we observer of nlturg car
fear, was Mr. Bridell; for although within a certain lations of beanty never to b
circle his works were known and appreciated, tho time | | agnaots of the clouds, in th
had not come when his fine powers, which latterly were | | anq twilight, in :i:e traili f
ripening with_striking rapidity, must have forced a | mountain, Mr. Bridell obviougulg r::gﬁ:;ﬂ (i:[ ehkeea:fil
ugmvkl’adf'm“lﬁ d::fp!;l;m‘g::" in the very foremost | &be rare art of Preserving in his colours al] tmr:.m-
ioderiok Lae Bidell, was bora in Southampton, in oy qno eiry lightness of prx L] piotures
ovember, 1831, of respectable, but not wealt y parents, | ' pagg o 7 ab
He very early showed & talent for painting, and at the | | .p..]:'f‘::,:, P;:;l:;;l:lr :xpe.;?er::?l::hgg ‘::3': a; “&de\va
age of fifteen began life in his native town as 8 portrait | | picture in his best manner will mako st etythat‘ a
| painter. His early efforts were wholly unassisted, for at | are looking at it in a London room, and 1 ';8 — "!‘;:
that time Southampton had not the _means of supplying | 4he solemn sweotness of after N g'thy L!‘ ; t
| even the elements of an education in art, Whilo "Mr. Como, or & summer dream of th hp° hde ake o
Bridell was still in his sixteenth year, his works wind-swept Soracte, © olive-clad slopes of
attracted the attention of a picture cleaner and dealer, | —  — B¢ 2OFACK .
visiting Southampton, who induced him to enter into ons
of those engagements by which young men of real power
have not unfrequently bartered for a bare subsistence
brains, time, and health. Whether Mr, Bridell’s en-
gagement was of this one-sided nature we do not pretend
to say. It secured for him, at all events, the means of a
prolonged study abroad, the fruits of which were con
spicueus in the artist’s best works, Bat, on the other
hand, a mistaken view of self-interost on the part of hia
employer kept him back from the London public long
r he onght to have been winning a place among the
artists of the British school. St i
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We have received the following further communication
from Mr. Henry Rose :—
| Zo the Editor of the Souruamerox Tiues,]
*81i—In my letter last week upon Mr. Bridell I
spoke of a mutual drawing class composed of about
half-a-d of us, Permit me to add a few lines,
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Unfortunately for his fame, most of Mr, Bridell’s bes
works have never been exhibited. Chief among these is
a landscape of an important siza (painted in emulation of
Turner, as Turner had previously painted in emulation of
Claunde), illustrative of Spepser’s description in the
“‘ Feérie Queen ” of the Temple of T.ove, It wad commis-
sioned by Mr, Wolff, of Bevois Mount House, Southamp-
ton, and justifies tne artist’s ambitious hope of rivalling,
without imitating, his great predecessor. Mr. Wolff was
among the first to appreciate the rising genius of Mr,
Bridell, He bought largely of him, and his collection,
containing, among others, ¢ The Oollaenm” ig fine and
important epough to werit the title of ** The Bridell
Gallery,” which Mr. Wolff has given it. This-gentleman,
we believe, courteeusly allows Jovers of art to inspect
his collection. Aaother large picture, entitled * Sunset
on the Atlantic,’ exhibited six years ago in Liverpool,
produced an impression there which has never been for-
gotten. This picture also has not heen seen in London,

In 1858 Mr, Bridell married in Rome the daughter of
Mr. W, J. Fox, then member for Oldham. The lady is
herself an artist, and their union was one of those rare
marriages of sympathy almoat ideal. Forsome timo past
it had been painfully apparent to Mr. Bridell’s friends
that his health was seriously shaken. He continued,
however, to work on hopefully, and contemplated making
another visit to Rome this autumn, to carry out a design
for a series of landscapes illustrative of the rise, grandeur,
and decay of Romy, which he had long had in contem-
plation. To thisseries his ** Colisenm,” shrouded in gloom
and shadow, with malaria mists veifing its’ , would
have formed, as he intended, the appropriate close.

Mr, Bridell died of consumption at the early age of
thirty-two. His frame, naturally sensitive and delicate,

, we fear, been overtasked. In his passionate
enjoyment of his art he seemed to forget that the hody
has its claima as well as the spirit ; and even after the
dilated pupil and hollow cheek gave token to his friends
of the insidious bane that was sapping his life, we have
known bim go on working at ‘his ensel without inter-
mission for periods that would have taxed the energies of
the stroogest mun. T'wo of his latest pictures were
painted for the last Royal Academy exhibition, but were
returned, This, as all the world now knows, was no
disgrace, Disappoinkment it certainly was, He bore it
bravely, but we shall not soon forget the pang we felt
when, as he showed ns with a half timid satisfaction
these beautiful pictures, and told ue of their rejection,
we looked at the worn face and the eager eyes, to which
disesse had already begun to give a painful brightness,
and thought that this perhaps last chauce of nading his
success in the admiring eyes of his fellow-men had been
| denied him by the miserable seclfishness of those who
thrust out true art from the walls of the Academy to
make room for vulgar commonplace, and repetitions of
effecta that have been stale for years. It is easy to
understand how little pictures, so full of bold originality,
could be appreciated by those who have long since lost
sight of nature in the tricks of a vicious maunerism,
| But in that great achool of poetic landscape art in which
Tarner, Constable, and Muller, are the leaders, and
which has ita rej tatives g Frenchmen in
Daabigné, Roussegn, Francais, Ziem, Flandrin, and
others, Mr, Bridel?“ had already taken foremost rank.
Had he lived, he must have earned a European reputa-
tion ; and numerous and fine as are the works he has
left, his early death is, in the interests of art, deeply to
be &aplored. We have only to add, that in manners Mr.
Bridell was simple, amiable, and modest. Firm without.
self-assertion, sincere without being obtrusive, we can
believe he was beloved by his friends, as moat certainl
he was respected by those whose knowledge of him was
comparatively slighit.
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and say that we used to meet at the house, and by
the earneat request of Mr., Philip Carter, mattress
maker, Nos. 2 and 3, Strand. Mz, Carter was known to
the public as an ardent Chartist, who harangued large
assemblies in the Park from the elevation afforded by a
chair, generally getting very excited himself and impres-
sing his hearers with the same feelings. His vehemence
often got him into scrapes, and once before the magis-
trates. He was & tall man, of great energy, and gene-
rally walked as though he had tions r for
doing four to five miles an hour, He had no school edu-
cation ; in his early life he was engaged in tending sheep
on Salisbury Plsin, driving the plough, &c. He nsed to
tell thrillinistorien of privations and hardships he had
gone through, but he had educated himself, and his mind
was well stored with goneral knowledge. Our expe-
rience of him was that he was a gentleman of fine feel-
ing, tender eunsceptibilities, generous impulses, keen
appreciation of the besutifal and true, and possessing a
paasionate love for the fine arts, especially srswing and
painting, in which he showed great ability, his pictures
testifying that he was a real artist, He was an enthu.
siast, and did much to inspire us in the sentiment and
ractice of art. He ted for the establishment

e of a Government School of Art, which

doubtless had its iuflacnce in the fulfilment
of his desires. He was a man large sym-
pathies with his fellow-creatures, nlways ready to help
alame dog over a stile, or share hiz last penny with
one less fortunate than himulf ; and were he hers now,
Mr. George Parker would have an earnest helper ; he
would give his energy, and money too, if he happened
to have sny, which was not always the case; for
though he epent very little upon himself, his generous
care for others often emptied his pockets, He emi.
grated to Australia, and, if now living, must be a very
old man. Of those of us who met at his honse only Mr.
William Bargess, of Manitoba (s letter from whom to me
appeared in the /ndependent of the 4th inst.), and myself
remain. We hold au ever grateful and abiding sense of
the help and inspiration we received from Philip Carter,
the eccentric mattress mskef of the Strand.
% *I am, Sir, yours, &c,
High.strect, Jan, 18, 1888, o %Inmv Rosg.”

Mrs, Bridell-Fox, widow of the la . Bri
writg;a toIth-: Editor as under :— sibo s

**Sir—I see with great pleasure that the name of Mr.
Frederick Lee Bridell is not forgotten in the place of his
birth. It is very gratifyiog to konow that his fellow
townemen appreciate his character and genius —a genius
that was capable of raising itself from the lowest state of
society te the highest,

“I write to say that, should your excellent ides be
carried out, of a Jocal exhibition of Mr. Brideil's works,
I beg that the committes will put ghemselves into com.
munication with me, as I believe that I could indicate to
them in what quarters to apply for the loan of some of
his best works. I myself still possess a few choice
water-colours (two of which have just returned from the
Jubilee Exhibition at Manchester), which I should be
l;napﬂy to lend, as well as a few small but brilliaut studies

o,

** I should like to correct the impression made b hi
friend, Mr. Rose, as to Mr. Bridell’s health. lty v:
way, a8 Mr. Rose says, with the apxiety he suffe at
the time of his differences with Mr. Holder, tke dealer to
whom he had bound himself ; but when I firat made his
acquaintance in London in 1838, just before he started
for Rome, his health had revived.” The long list of large
and brilliant pictures which left his essel from that time
until within six months of his death, in 1863, give evi-
dence of no failivg powers, aad would have done credit
to the industry of a far stronger man, T —

*“ As & matter of detail, I shovld also like to corract |
the statement that the small sketches and studiea for
pictures gold by me shortly after his death realised the
sum Mr, Rose named, Individually they fetched good
prices; but the fact is that the whole total of the sale

id not amount to nearly half the sum mwentioned, and
half of that again was from other sources,
“T am, Sir, .yqélu trulyh' 5
‘Eriza F, BRmprLL-F
' 4, Campden Hill road, Kensington, P
Jap, 18th, 1888.”
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