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OUTHAMPTON has had two
S outstanding inventors. Omne [g&ieig fgf Em g lgiving fog
was Mr. Walter Taylor, from | of the in- _ Operated
whose foundry and iron works at 1libly in his z (l):f i%uang
Woodmill were turned out a number - eyboar
e u ber terogative of (me Brannon was nnon ltved 5o haps b

of new and useful appliances, many lpiq ou so” ractical person.
of which were particularly valued k. % e?zamine his wide @pton, it is un- |y five gif-
In the Navy and lazgely used in fhe present ntions in other | 100K a special |propellers,
Portsmouth dockyard. navigation [> not only how far [» a8nd many of py 1ifenoat.

Mr. Taylor's work has already innon’s air |e he was, but how |designed as an peatly in-
been dealt with to some extent in } haye been (0 in his early ap- [2- One of them Hesign for
these columns, but I think the ito practical pry. hich could be | the pro-
fact is new that amongst his many pbably have jpo, that Brannon’s nd air naviga- was to he
inventions is claimed the circular jyibeq by a [cted the attention |mer case could he use of
saw. killing of |pest brains of his [steering, as is [new idea.

It is worthy of record that this | ugly faet. [resting to discover, fodern  Voith- Maxim
invention attracted the attention of at his work was |of propulsion | drawings
King George III, who went over to | 0 new vessels b and its
Woodmiil to see it, with Queen Caro- ms to have been envied—by a | Southampton.|a  well
line and the Prinecesses, on one of ow-inventor of 1o less eminence jparticularly in- hxim was
the Royal journeys from Weymouth Hiram Maxim, who was ; ]
to Windsor : Sir am , _ propeller. It th s

2 P friendly with Brannon and i Brannon had | " ¢ "

The other outstanding inventor uently visited him, mostly at beip his ides /Uring tae
ggmc;hdld lmlllOSl? Ofp hjhllis I‘;Ol'k at | on’s office in Victoria-street, e‘rsg ‘of his at-

uthampton was D Brannen, 4., - R gned a fire- thips. He

with who aerial inventions ; : ; =
e x{\ his fact is doubly interesting firs warspite, 2 acro

dealt last week. If Branno G
7 4 ause of the Maxim connection b « g DS2 from
had been responsible for nothing th Southampton which my late OB’ mlmm’sma ed_ sof fuel

more than his researches into the i » - 3
theory and practicability of aerial [ peos oo nnoman.’ SOUSKE 104 "or fre was bt
navigation his inventive work | ot Lo years ago. Sir Hiram |8 the latter
‘would have been sufficiently re- \xim’s association with Bran- (€0 ships, par-
markable, but in point of fact his provides a link with an out- jm had come
activities in this directicn repre- [ ding Southampton personality his work Bran-
sexit but a tithe of what he accom- |. ; ssful.

: : ch may have some importance
plished in the inventive sphere. I connection with “Townsman’s” remarkable sea
find that he took out no less than 20Ty, ¢ speaking and
192 different patents, and there | - STITETESTearn Wiiistle ” for ships
were few flelds to which he did not BRI
apply his ingenious skill.

The 19th century was a golden
age for the inventor. = Providing
he had the right kind of mind he
could scarcely look round without
seeing opportunities for his im-
proving trait. Brannon had that
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‘A LIFETIME OF INVENTION

LEDDUNY- UF  OI

WAR

—_—

USSIAN aircraft
R Spain were buil
material, and we
fall to pileces in the air
This is the view of
Grey, joint editor of J
the World's Aircraft.”
In his preface to the
just published, he |
Russia, by buying air!
abrecad and copying
accumulated about 400
'planes by the beginnin
Yet the fighting in Sp
that “the Russian-buil
American fighters an
were roughly built
material, and were liab
pleces when dived.”

UNRELIABL!

The Russian-built
American and French |
were. he says, also uni
the other hand, the F
planes in Spain, nearl
types, stood up well.
Mr. Grey declares
machine and no aero
any of the nations
Germany) which were
their latest bombers ¢
in Spain surpassed t
of the British aircraft

This is a conclusiol
ments, which “seems
confirmed since the d¢
war.”

Mr. Grey says that

known to have newer
‘ M adiatiome

So’tonian Who Took Out

192 Patents

BRANNON’S ASSOCIATION

[

“WITH SIR HIRAM MAXIM

}gy:;)e-vhmd and he was in the
abit of looking round quite a lot
‘I't is the prerogative of the m-'
‘w.ent-ar to believe infallibly in his
own ideas; it is the prerogative of
his critics to say “I told you so”
wl:;g tlll{;y fail to work. examine his wide n, it is un-
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£ R T 1 at his work was |of
much admired—some of if, indeed, wg ng:.voa‘;g;g
seems to have heen envied—by a ! Southampton.
fellow-inventor of no less eminence |particularly in-
than Sir Hiram Maxim, wWho Wwas |propeller It
very friendly with Brannon and |t Brannon h
frequently visited him, mostly at L, hisni 5
Brannen’s office in Victoria-street, ; 2 s
London. ; o

f

g

N

e Brannen was
practical person. nnon lived so

hodern  Voith- |

!giving fog
~operated
of sound
keyboard
nall piano.
n five dif-
propellers,
oy lifeboat.
reatly in-
design for
the pro-
was to be
he use of
new idea.

Maxim
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This fact is doubly interesting
because of the Maxim connection
with Southampton which my late
colleague, “ Townsman,” sought to
establish in an article written

0’s, was “ fire- ose irom

gned a fire- :hlps. He
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of fire was 2VV,how-
crashed
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Maxim’s association with Bran-
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the World's Airc
In his preface
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that “the Russian-buil
American fighters an
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material, and were liab
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were. he says, also uni
the other hand, the F
planes in Spain, nearl
types, stood up well

Mr. Grey declares
machine and no aero
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of the British aircraft
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Interested

: AT the same time Brannon was

an intensely practical person.
One has only to examine his wide
range of inventions in other
spheres to realise not only how Iar
| ahead of his time he was, but how
' right he was also in his early ap-
plication of theory.

It is a fact, too, that Brannon’s
inventions attracted the attention
of some of the best brains of his
time. It is interesting to discover,
for instance, that his work was
much admired—some of it, indeed,
seems to have been envied—by a
fellow-inventor of no less eminence
than Sir Hiram Maxim, who was
very friendly with Brannon and
frequently visited him, mostly at
Brannon’s office in Victoria-street,
London. $

This fact is doubly interesting
because of the Maxim connection
with Southampton which my late
colleague, “ Townsman,” sought to
establish in an article written
about two years ago. Sir Hiram
Maxim’s association with Bran-
non provides a link with an out-
standing Southampton personality
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Russia, by buying a
abrcad and copying
accumulated about 4,0(
'planes by the beginnin
Yet the fighting in Sp
that “the Russian-buil
American fighters an|
were roughly built
material, and were liab
pleces when dived.”

UNRELIABL!

The Russian-built
American and French |
were, he says, also uni
the other hand, the F
planes in Spain, nearl
types, stood up well.
Mr. Grey declares
machine and no aero
any of the mnations
Germany) which were

BRANNON’S ASSOCIATION
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was at Yateley, Portsnoul
ton,’ Shedfield and Wooltor
At Comp'on he succeed
Cunninghem, wio retire:

their latest bombers & 2l
in Spain surpassed t
of the British aircraft
This is a conclusio:
ments, which “seems 1
confirmed since the d¢
war.”
Mr. Grey says that
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AR liemg | terday 13st'tated fo the) i _
Whiy | Compton by the 1 Many Shipping 'glving fog
= ai"ﬂezd Winches er (Dr. Cyril G 5 operated
USSIAN airers/ - of L ickon. has e Inventions of sound
' isteiiay i ",
R Spa‘fn_;ere CC ter and Portsmouta dig Emiang _:;hsa: tgl'annon lived so la‘lﬁe ym:
material, an in Southampton, it is un- i
fall to pleces in tr derstandable that he took a speelal [aron s
This is the viev interest in shipping, and many of b];?i?:bgri'
Grey, joint edito’ I his inventions were designed as an feat] 19;1'
the World's Aire Rséiyy, aid to sea navigation. One of them [esj y =
In his preface ¢ was 2a propeller which could be thin p»?;{
just published, 15 used for both sea and air naviga- bas. & be
tion, and in the former case could

he
also be used for steering, as is S

n
done by the modern Voith- | ev&;ﬁ’;
Schneider system of propulsion drawings

used by at least two new vessels
and
vl;im - known at Southampton. &a weiltis:
ram Maxim was particularly in- F"dm was

terested in this propeller. It
seems, however, that Brannon had /¢ Use
no success in getting his idea I A0e
adopted by shipowners. of his at-
Brannon also designed a fire- thips. He
proof ship, and H.M.S. Warspite, ‘21 aero-
constructed in the 70's, was  fire- 2S¢ 1rom
fitted ” according to Brannon’s ad- ‘0 ¢0f fuel
vice. ‘The danger of fire was 2av¥ how-
greatly feared during the lattsy crashed
perlod of the wooden ships, par-
ticularly after steam had come
into use, and with this work Bran-
non was more successful.
One of his most remarkable sea
inventions was a “speaking and
singing steam whistle” for ships

‘———-——-————-—-‘L———“




e

SOUTHAMPTON PUBLIC LIBRARIES

CLASSIFICATION DATE

A LIFETIME OF INVENTION
So’tonian Who Took Out
192 Patents

4o

YRS Rt

o~

2y Lo

e

LEDDUNY- Ur  2F
USSIAN  aircre
Spain were

WAR ‘:hefhs,
bic};
aimeld.
R material, ans
fall to pieces in tF
This is the viev
Grey, joint edito
the World’s Airc
In his preface
just published..
Russia, by buying
abrecad and copying
accumulated aboub 4,00
'planes by the beginnin
Yet the fighting in Sp
that “the Russian-buil
American fighters an,
were roughly built

material, and were liab
pieces when dived.”

UNRELIABLI!

The Russian-built

American and French |
were, he says, also uni
the other hand, the F
planes in Spain, nearl
types, stood up well.

Mr. Grey declares
machine and no 2&ero
any of the mnations

Cc

'Insfifu ¥
}

[a

BRANNON’S ASSOCIATION

. WITH SIR HIRAM MAXIM

f()rei
Sumeg.’n Obs

>, ‘n‘lﬁ\ﬁ(.-&. 3
terday 1asttut
Complon by
Wincies er (D

Mr. Utlerton
of ais ministe:)
ter and Ports

THE REV. E

was at Yateley,

ton, Shedfield a
At Compt

Cunninghzam, 3

Germany) which were
their latest bombers N
in Spain surpassed b
of the British aircraft

This is a conclusiol
ments, which “ seems 1
confirmed since the d¢
war.”

Mr. Grey says that

known to have newer
' 'ﬂ n:é d,'atinn Ii'

a 178¢

ill-health.
"

of institution and in tz
ceremonies, which were c@
the Rural Dean (toe 1
Uppington). scting fcr the
(the Ven. E. R. Mo:gan).

EVAGCUEE CHORH
The mele choir 1aciu
evacuees from Portsmout®
In his address the Bisi
to the faithiul serv.ces 1
40 years by Canon Cunni
said Mr. Uttertons new
real corporate lLife, rzal fe!
n real spirit of Ibcral
appeals from outsids.
“In these days of war |
times ask ‘What is
doing?’” the Bish:p said.
forming its real purpoze
pecple to worship. That
purpas2.  Sometimes it i
and people imagine the |
socicty which is primar:

and philanthrophy, and
scheol of cthics,
sponsibilitics in these matt

' When

pa2cp’e in a campeign foria

The cht ?f aerial propellers, and during tae

i and lighthouses and for giving fog
’slgnals. This could be operated
| to give a wide variety of sound
signals by means of a keyboard
' similar to that of a small piano.
He invented no less than five dif-
ferent types of ships propellers,
and also designed a safety lifeboat.

Maxim was also greatly in-
terested in Brannon’s design for
his aerial Arcustat and the pre-
pellers with which it was to be
fitted. At this time the use of
aerial propellers was a new idea.
Brannon died, Maxim
bought all the detailed drawings
of the proposed airship and its
propellers. It is a well-
known faet that Maxim was

strong advocate of the use

nineties he devoted a lot of his at-

and foremost it exists to tention to designing airships. He
to worship.” ' actually built a large steam aero-
plane which actually rose from
CANADA’S FIES1 .the ground. The amount:of fuel
it had to carry was too heavy, how-
_{'EAN ever, and the machine crashed

OoTTAwa Guring experiments.

Canada’s first war los e ————
£350,600,000, will be offered

next Monday,

The bonds will be offerec
the rate of interest will
a quarter per’cent. The

tmr ‘,‘ Dlll'ely domestic,” wit!
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“Footsure Roadst s N ol

UT it was not only in regard to practical
air research and sea inventions [eral occa-
that Brannon exercised his in- [arliament,
genuity. He took out scores of (i disaster
patents incorporating all sorts of
novel and practical ideas.

His “Footsure roads,” designed
to prevent the slipperiness of hard
pavements, and to be made by a
new kind of traction-engine of his
own design, have a close resem-
blance to our modern “non-skid”
surfaces.

He was 2 pioneer in the use of
concrete. He conducted endless
researches in the use of concrete
for preventing coast erosion (at |, this con-
one time he actually rented a neq that
large tract of sea-coast for his ex- fire-proof
periments), In this connection, he | be utterly
used what he called “wire bags,” cted to fire
which are very similar to some of than those
the modern applications of rein- Brannon's
forced concrete. ldleésiex taind

He invented a fireproof curtain Jﬁedczor;%
for theatres, an idea now made
compulsory. He took out a dozen pyuplic fire
different patents for new t¥pes of ee days, in
heavy fortificafions.” lunderland.

reventitive
wn inven-
: than one
nection.
l'loslon on
r, he in-
sting ord-
sed tubes
metal,”
neutralise

the pre-
a series

hur neon
t to bring ;yay

#bhe archi-

Japparatus

by
which
be used
1 places
|5 respon-
tic inven-
isiphone ”
1e canopy
‘hurch of
vd, South-

nstration

umplifying
which is
ic address
rds com-
had been

:al study.
1ce of the
| took out
s for mili-
lise which
1 a few

the soldier

Life Saving Plans

campaign which he conducted for inot Line!

many years to prevent loss of life ian with a remarkable
and property through fire and flood 11 as a great love for

on land, and by fire and storm at n, whose

sea.

could have been prevented and he
was always appalled by the results

f defence

1y. His most striking
AN aspect of Brannon's work owever, was a revolv;

which reflects his natural bene- e for the operation o
volence is seen in the unremitting such as is now in use

He had an unshakable belief orthy of a better record
that many sea disasters of his time ieen possible in these

could fire

interesting

A contemporary illustration show-

ing a scene during the fire-proof

experiments conducted by Brannon
at Sunderland in 1874.

e ———
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of a mins explosion—the prevention
of fire in mines was one of his

‘special studies.

He believed in endeavouring to

A Brannon sketch of his ‘“Health

Dwellings,” with roof gardens,
playgrounds and drying grounds.
He proposed the construction in
1874 of a small township of these
dwellings at Battersea, to be called
Hygeiapolis.
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| nearly every so called fire-proof
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\ “which only hardened Brannon’s
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prove his theories and he was in
the habit of staging public demon-
strations to show how practical
were his ideas. On several occa-
sions he petitioned Parliameant,
somefimes after a national disaster
had ocecurred, in an effort to bring
about the adoption of preventitive J!
mezazures based on his own inven- |
tions. He called for more than one
public inguiry in this connection.

Following a gun explosion on
board H.M.S. Thunderer, he in-
vented a type of “ unbursting ord-
nance,” in which were used tubes
of “Brannon cohesion metal,”
which he claimed would peutralise
bursting strains.

His investigations into the pre-
vention of fire resulted in a series
In this con-
claimed that

e canopy
thurch of
\d, South-
the archi-

ynstration
apparatus
umplifying
- which is
ic address
rds com-
had been

building in London would be utterly
tests of far less severity than those

fire-proof cottages in Middlesex and"
This is an indication
that he actually constructed some
of his patent buildings.

In 1874 he conducted public fire
expsriments, lasting three days, in |, a few
one of his buildings at Sunderland. »f defence

ifrom which the soldler could fire
at the enemy. His most striking
invention, however, was a revolv-
ing casemate for the operation of
heavy guns, such as is now in use
in the Maginot Line!

Truly a man with a remarkable
mind, as well as a great love for
Southampton, whose interesting
life is well worthy of a better record
than has been possible in these
columns.

2ial study
1ce of the
1 took out
s for mili-
lise which

A contemporary illustration show-
ing a scene during the fire-proof
experiments conducted by Brannon
at Sunderland in 1874.

A Brannon sketch of his “Health

Dwellings,” with roof gardens,
playgrounds and drying grounds.
He propoead the construction' in
1874 of a small township of these
dwellings at Batterzea, to be called
Hygeiapolis.




F
|

CLASSIFICATION

SOUTHAMPTON PUBLIC

SUBJECT

SOURCE

LIBRARIES

L WELVE

BUET

Worst |
Th

—

HILE biting fros!
W Central Euro ]

freezing great

ta; the world—in South Am
| for thirty years, says Rj

tions as rigorous as the

Frozen rivers and
already creaking railwa
in Finland is helping
biggest * frosts

In Hungary 54 deg
places, and the PfOsPe“l

” in hi
!

Neon Lighting

Anticipated
BRANNON anticipated our neon
lighting of to-day by

a system by which
«coloured gas” could be used
for lighting shops and places
of entertainment. He was respon-
sible for numerous acoustic inven-
tions—his patent “ intensiphone ”
was partly embodied in the canopy
sounding-board in the Church of
the Saviour in London-road, South-
ampton, of which he was the archi-
tect.

In 1860 he gave a demonstration
at Southampton of an apparatus
he had invented for amplifying
the voice of a speaker, which is
akin to our modern public address
systems. He afterwards com-
plained that the idea “had been
“pirated.” :

inventing

‘| of the military significance of the
Franco-German war, and took out
a large number of patents for mill-
tary use. One was a valise which
could be converted in a few
| seconds into a shot-proof defence
from which the soldler could fire
at the enemy. His most striking
invention, however, was a revolv-
ing casemate for the operation of
heavy guns, such as is now in use
in the Maginot Line!

Truly 2 man with a remarkable
mind, as well as a great love for
Southampton, whose interesting
life is well worthy of a better record
than has been possible in these
columans.

A contemporary illustration show-

ing a scene during the fire-proof

experiments conducted by Brannon
at Sunderland in 1874,

‘Brannon made a special study

A Brannon sketch of his “Health

Dwellings,” with roof gardens,
playgrounds and drying grounds.
He propoeed the construction' in
1874 of a small township of these
dwellings at Battersea, to be called
Hygeiapolis.




